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President’s Report Warwick Robinson

Thisisgoing to be abig year for the Mini Car Club of Auckland.
5th Feb - Galaxy of Cars & Club Show-n-Shine at Motat.
We want to see all membersthere for ahuge display - always afabulous
event.
12th Feburary - Concours de Elegance at Ellerlies racecourseisfor
invited cars only but any one can enter the Show-n-Shine. Therewill be
aclub display - 2 carsentered in the Teams event and 2 Teams in the
Motorama.
The National Motor Show at Mystery Creek will bein March - we plan
aconvey down on the Sunday.
We are running the Mini Nationals at most probably the Manukau
velodrome on Labour Weekend in October.

The key peopleto organiseindividual eventsand event support are
already selected from the Committee. But further help to run the event
will berequired closer to thetime. Soif you are asked please volunteer
your help.

All for now
EL. PRESIDENTO.



Club Captain’s Report

Gary Ashton

Hi everybody and welcometo 2006.

| hope you al had a safe and happy
Christmasbresk andyou aredl refreshed
for thecoming year. | spent most of the
break painting the house and started do-
ing somework inthegarden. | did man-
ageto do acouple of dayswork onthe
vanaso.

By thetimeyou read this, thefirst three
club eventsfor 2006 would have passed,
sothat bringsusto February. On Sun-
day 5"isthe Galaxy of CarsClassic Car
Show and Swap Meet. Thisisalwaysa
great show and well supported by the
Mini Car Clubso | ook forward to see-
ingyou al there. Tuesday the 7" isour
firgt club night for 2006 and wehave Ben
Taylor form Filter Mag coming along to
giveusatak and possibly MikeEady to
talk about Mini drive daysand the new
Mini Challenge Series.

Theweekend of 11-12 February isthe
classic car weekend whichincludesfun
runs, motorkhanas, show and shineand
concours. The clubs display for
Concoursiswell ontheway and | know
anumber of membershaveentered other
events. If you want more info go to
WW\W.Concours.org.nz or drop mealine.
The last event for February is the
Pukekohe Swap Meet. | have booked
roomfor eight carsto bedisplayed, soif
youwould liketo attend, givemeacall.
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TheAucklandArt Galery haveasked us
todisplay six carson their forecourt on
theafternoon of Saturday March4. They
areoffering security for thecars, tickets
to the gallery and $30 petrol vouchers
for thosewho display their cars. If you
can attend pleaselet meknow. TheMini
7 driversclubisat Pukekohe Park this
weekend also. Aswith thelast meeting
at Pukekohe, they arehavingaBBQon
the Saturday afternoon so come down
and meet theguys.

Tuesday March 7 isour club night and
wewill haveanother swap meet sobring
along those partsthat you wish to sell.

On Sunday March 19 we have two
showsto attend. The National Motor
show isin Hamilton and aconvoy will
leave from the BP Service Centre be-
tween the Papakuraand Drury off ramps
at 7.00am. The other isthe bi-annual
KarakaVintage Raly withtractors, cars
and stationery enginesondisplay. If you
wishto attend meet at the K arakaBlood-
stocks, Hingaia Road, Papakura at
8.30am.

W, | think that’sall for now.
Gary Ashton

Hangonaminute, | haveanidea......



Editor Ramblings

Frits Schouten

Welcome to the first Club magazine for
2006. Last year has been a very eventful
year with plenty of events organised by
your own club and many more by other
clubs.

We've had economy runs, camping
events, Garage bashes, Dawn breakers,
Swap meets, Discovery tours (to the
North), Navigational trials, the IJ, Fun
days at Taupo. We've been GoCarting.
And don’t forget the New MINI gossip
and articles we've been printing. After
all, the New MINI needs a home too and
our club provides that very appropri-
ately.

We've had a massive tour to the South
Island for the Mini Nationals and not to
forget the very well attended monthly
club nights. What adynamic club we are.

And you think we've done the best we
could? Yes, we did but wait until we get
through 2006. You know we are thisyear
organising the Mini Nationals? And we
need all the help we can get from you.
This year the Mini Nationals will be or-
ganised in and around Manukau with the
Velodrome as our focal point. It is ex-
pected that most events during the Na-
tionals will be started and/or finished
from the Greyhound racing Clubrooms at
the Velodrome.

And yes, all the events we had last year
will return this year with heaps more.
Looking back at the attendance of previ-
ous events and the growth of our club,
we can see an ever increasing attendance
for the upcoming events. Most other car
clubs can only dream of the number of
members that show up at club nights.

| guess that we see at least 65% of our

members showing up at club night. That
is massive.

I"'m still abit slack in attending but that’s
mainly for personal reasons and of late
some car issues are also holding me back.
Tinworm to be precise. My youngest son
happens to work for an Automotive
M ediablasting company in Pukekohe and
he suggested to take my Mini to work to
giveit abit of acheck over. Whow, got a
Mini full of holes back, Gutter, off side A
panel, drivers side boot seam. | was on
the verge of tossing it away. But then the
sentiment set in, the welder got pulled
from the back of the garage and, before |
knew it, I was welding up the holes all
over the place. The gutter was a bit tricky
because the wire lume is on the passen-
ger sideand | didn’t wanted to smoke that
one. By pulling the wires from the inte-
rior light tight I managed to weld the roof
without burning the lume. The A panel
was without any danger | thought, until
the underbody sealant caught fire on the
inside of the wheel arch. Lots of smoke
but no panic. A wet cloth nipped itin the
bud. The rear seam was actually the most
tricky of all. The holeswere quite big and
| needed to be careful not to set fire to
the lining on the inside of the car. Again,
a wet cloth was my saviour. Paining the
roof was amisery with the original enamel
paint curling up like no tomorrow. All got
sorted and I’ m trying to get the gloss back
on the Mini. A few more days with some
cutting compound and she’ll be right

MotorSport
MNew Zealand

™




A Lifetime Mini experience

Gregory Wenzlick

The Australian 1966 Austin Mini 998 -
British Racing Green

The Morris Cooper 997cc race car ex-
Peter Levet. Metallic blue

HThé Mini 1310cc race car of Richard Kiﬁg _

Greg's experience with the Mini brand
stretches back over the yearsto when he
was an 8 year old when the Mini wasfirst
released in New Zedandin 1960. Hishome-
town BMCAustin dedler wasAndrew and
Andrew Motorsand herecalls seeing the
first modelsin the windows of the show-
room.

Greg'sfather owned afew BMC vehicles
includinganAustin Seven, and Austin Eight
models. Older brother Shayle, purchased
anAustin 1100 in 1964, and other family
membershad smilar vehicles.
Asal4-year old, helearnedtodriveinhis
father’slight blue 1965 Austin Mini 850. On
passing hisdriver'slicencetest, it wasn't
long until the hubcapswereremoved and
thecar wasbeing drivenonaregular bas's,
anditisherethat the Mini-affair began.

After leaving school in 1967, Greg secured
aMotor mechanic gpprenticeshipat BMC's
Dominion MotorsLtd Newmarket head-
quarters. At thistime, the dealership was
dreedy specidisnginMini tuning of old Mini
racedriverssuch asHugh Kettlewell, Peter
Levet, Ron Brown, to nameafew.
Gregpurchasad hisownfirg AugrdianMini
998 around thistime and started the hotting-
up modifications. After joining theNorthern
SportsCar Club, hecompetedinhill-climbs,
gorints, and clubcircuit racesinthiscar. After
arace skirmish, hediscontinued hisdriving
inraceevents.



1969 Riley EIf Mk3 restored

Work colleague Peter Levet de-tuned and
sold hisrace Cooper 997 to Gregin 1969.
Soon after Greglost hisdriver’slicencefor
threemonths. Healowed another colleague
todrivethe car in someevents. However,
theimpracticality of driving arace-prepared
car ontheroadswas soon realised and the
car was sold soon after.

AtonetimeaMini Utility withanauminium
canopy wasinthestable. Alasonly atwo
segter, someonehadtorideinthetray. This
only stayed around for acouple of months.
Greg volunteered to bearace mechanicfor
afriend Richard King (sponsored by Spear
Racing) for acoupleof years, and travelled
tovariouseventsin NZ. Many after-work
and weekend hourswere spent helping pre-
pare this car. The car was powered by a
1310cc Cooper Senginesourced fromAus-
traliaby King who fitted it to a standard
Mini tobringintoNZ fromAustrdia

Around thistime, another variant was purchased, aMk 1 Mini 850 that had been
repainted two tone purple, with chrome mag wheels. Thiscar wasnot inthe stable

for very long either.

Around 1972, Greg purchased a1966Aust| n Cooper S 1275cc, which hefurther

Tim Wenzlick’s 1980 Mini 1000

modified with weber dcoe carburettor and
worksexhaust. Originally Red with black
roof, the car wasrepainted whiteand Mk2
grilleand tail-lampswerefitted. A Union
Jack flag was painted on the bonnet by a
loca signwriter. Thecar wassoldtofinance
thefirst houseand landin 1974.

Asamotor mechanic Gregworked for a
number of garages, including Mini dealers
Moncrieff MotorsOnehungaand NZ Mo-
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tor Corp Howick. In 1975 alight blue
Mini Mk 1 waspurchased with afaulty
gearbox, fixed up and painted yellow.

Greg continued hisinterestin Motor Rec-
ing while employed as a Retail Store
Manager for Goodyear Tyre Servicebe-
tween 1976 and 1981, and assisted with
merchandising promotions at Racing
events and through the Graeme

Lawrence Raceteam.

From November 1981 until June 1987 Greg worked for MazdaNZ, who at that
timewereinvolvedin NZ Rally scenewiththeir RX models. At thistimetwoAustin
Allegro carswereused for family transport.

After joining BMW NZ in 1987, the Mini connection wasre-established in 1995
with BMW’ stakeover of the Rover Group and the Mini marque. Gregistheonly
personworking for MINI NZ that had previoudy worked for the BM Cimportership
iINNZ.

Inlate 1997 an MG Midget Mk1 was purchased at a Classic Car auction asa
project and some restoration was done before on selling afew monthslater. In
1998 adamaged 1967 Riley Elf waspurchased asaproject and restored. Thiswas
e il on sold to awork colleague. Shortly after,
' . Greg purchased ayellow 1980 Mini 1000
for hisoldest son Tim, continuing the mini-
saga

Thiscar wasfittedwithminilitestylewhedls,
afree-flow exhaust, and aunion jack was
added to the bonnet. Alas, Tim had an acci-
dent and the car waswritten-off by thein-
urers.

In 2003 Greg purchased amint condition 1974 Mini 850, and after some minor
work, resold the car to an enthusiast. It had been owned by alady since brand new
andtravelled only 67000 kms.

In 2005, 21980 Mini LE was purchased and resold after afew repairsand im-
provementswere made.

Greg continues hispassionfor theMINI brand, and drivesaMINI Cooper fleet car
onadaily basi's, combining work and pleasure.
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Auckland s PORK PIE RUN -18.12.05

Lots of Minis showed up.

At the club night on 6 December
2005, Tony Maulder got up and
spoke to the membership about a
Pork Pierun that was being organ-
ised to celebrate 25 yearssincethe
movie “Goodbye Pork Pie” was
made and to celebrateitsrel ease on
DVD.

On Sunday 18 December 2005, ap-
proximately 100 Minisincluding 30
from our club and 3 from Minis
Waikato converged on Onepoto
Domain, Birkenhead for arun across
the Auckland Harbour Bridge to-
gether withtheorigina car fromthe
movie. Every car that turned up on
the day received a free Goodbye
Pork Pie DV D worth $29.95for at-
tending theevent.

Onceall the carswereassembled at
theDomain, weal made our way in
convoy acrossthe Harbour Bridge
through partsof downtownAuckland
tothefinishat theViaduct Basn. The
looks on some people sfacesasall
the Minis were driving through
downtown Auckland waspriceless.

Gary and | had the privilege of bor-
rowingAlan& ShedlaghMuri€ sgold
roadster for thisevent, so abigthank
you to them. It was great to do a



TV3whohadfilmedusal leaving
theDomain at Birkenhead arrived
at theViaduct shortly after all the
carstotake photosof thePork Pie
Car and interview some of the
peopleinvolved. Our very own
Club Captain Gary was lucky
enough to be one of those inter-
viewed. TV3rananewsbulletin
on the 6.00pm newson that Sun-

. Mokes too.

day night.

A bigthank youto al those from our Club who helped support thisevent, to Don
McVeighfor theuseof hisMini 7 trailer to tow the original Pork Piecar andtothe
organisersof thisgrest event.

It wasgreat to beinvolved in such aspecial event.

CatherineAshton

Secretary

| haveanAustin Mini - 1963 Classicfor sale. It

has bel onged to my mother for thelast 36 years MINI MINOR AUTOMMIB

ar‘]d has done agml_" ne 59’000m|5' It has agood & superbly detailed. Dinky with great ‘sction’ fuatures.

Opeaing doord. Tilting =sats, Opaning bonnet. Jawelled
servicelifeand hasacurrent W.O.F. and Regis- e ol S o T Do
. P whita upholstery.
tration. It runsvery well - al origind. If you know S
of anyonewho may beinterested pleasehavethem
phoneme. Kaye Emerre- Nelson - Phone (03)528-7325

e-mail kaye graeme@clear.net.nz

Length 2437

Ask for them at yow fcy shap

Always semathin

DI, NKY TOYS,

PRECI. bC \l Dl cr.sr vm AODELS
From Hamlsys, Herds, Gamages. Salindge Meceanc Lid: Binne Road, Liepao

Mini Minor Auto
from Meccano
Magazine Sept
1966
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New Plymouth,

Herewe comel
Charlotte Munn

| think Kapiti Coast mini club have
organising club eventsdownto afineart

Setting up Camp.

NOW.

Lisaand Graham Strang (secretary and
president) invited our club members
downto New Plymouth for aweekend
away camping at Top 10 camping
ground for the 13/14/15" January.

We got down there about 9.30pmtofind
the Strangsand Trewavasfromthe K apiti
Coast club, dl set upwiththeir tents, and

Les and Marian all unpacked in their
cabin.

Aswewereunpacking thecar, wecould
hear |aughing and sniggering coming from
where Lisaand Graham were camping,
to find that the man asleep in the tent
across from them snoring extremely
loudly, and they weretrying to decideif
he sounded morelikeagrowling cat or a
snoring bear.

After aheavy downfdl of rain overnight,
everyonewasthinking theworst for the
rest of the weekend's wesather, but |
don’t think it could have been better in
theend, withahigh of 27degreesfor both
days.

We sent Graham off to get milk for the
morning coffeesin TINY TOT, and after
push starting him 4 timesto get it going
and waking thewhole campground, he
wasoff downtothedairy.

The 1% stop for the day was lona mo-
tors. Wetalked to aSteve Edwardswho
hasamini workshop and hasbeenwork-
ingonminissince1971.
Thenwemoved downto thewaterfront
wherewe had lunch and alook around
Centre City shops.
Theafternoonwasfilled up with getting
alist of goodiesto find around the city
for thetreasure hunt. Rubberband, New
Pymouth businesscard, chocol atewrap-
per, icecream stick, a straw, sea shell,
pieceof pumice, apink flower, yellow
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petal, 2 feathers, aflorin,an L& Pcap, a
tie, abar coaster, a strawberry, abag-
gagetag, just to nameafew.

The scores came out four teams were
1% equal, tinytot team (Graham and the

e Mini wiif?shop of Sfeve Edwards.
boys) chegm8team (Lisaand thegirls),
Peter and |, and Les and Marian. The
Trewavascouldn’t find abar coaster and
Roger and Stellacouldn’t find aflorin so
they were 2nd equal. The prizes were
mini pinky bars.

Beforedinner wastimefor aswiminthe
heated swimming pool/spaand relaxing,

“Timeto lineup.
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then Graham started upthe BBQ andwe
had sausages/ steak and salads.
Everyone had agood laugh about how
they found their goodiesfrom thetrea-
sure hunt, and the story came out of Gra
ham going into the dairy asking thelady
for astrawberry, and shesaid they didn't
have any, but that she had astrawberry
plant in her garden at home so he asked
from her home addressto go and pick
one.

Lesand Marian asked at the reception
of the camping ground if he had atie,
and al hehad wasthetiehegot married
in, so becareful withit, hesaid... soshe
said “to protect it, putitinabagwitha
rubberband around it.” So she got 2
itemsat oncel

Sunday we went to the museum Puke
Ariki, to seethedisplay called SPEED —
scienceinmoetion, andthey hadlittletests
toseeif youwereasgood with reaction
timesliketheracedrivers, andasmula-
tor of atrack car, aswell asatimer to
see how long it takes you to change a
wheel on arace car. Thisiswhere we
had abit of family rivalry, Graham was
beaten by his15yr old son, which then
they were both beaten by Lisa (girl
power!)

For Lunch we went to a café out in
Waitara. M ost peoplewere staying for
Sunday night aswell, so after lunchthey
went to visit someonewho lived down



TNT leading the lineup. |

therethat had afew minis, but with work
the next day, it wastimeto head home
after an exhausting weekend.

Thanksto Lisaand Graham who organ-
ised thisevent, | look forward to more
likethat!

CharlotteMunn

Mini Moke At The Beach.

Mike Bates

Whiletaking afew daysRn R at Cooks
Beach | came across a Mini Moke

parked off theroad inagarage. | caught

- Restored Moke.

up with theowner Fred Landonwho it
turnsout hasbeeninvolved with Minisin
variousformsover theyearsincluding
racing them. Henow runsarally car in
theTargarally.

| asked Fredif | could takeacloser ook
at hisrestored Moke, which he kindly
obliged.

The car was in avery sad state when

Fredretrievedit off afarm. Thefloor was
rotten, and various other panelshad to
be hand madefrom scratch. By welding
two door window surroundstogether he
hasmadethefront window frame, which
had been missing dtogether.
Theoriginal enginewasreplaced witha
1275 cc and arod type gearshift. The
rod shift caused problems with the
handbrake position that had to bere—
mounted to clear the gear stick.

Bucket seats have been fitted front and
rear, and the canvaswork finishesthejob
off.

A very tidy result ascan be seeninthe
pictures.
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DUNLOP TARGA 2005

Gary Asthon

Those who have read my previous Targa re-
ports will know how much | love the event.
For 2005 it was an even longer event than
normal for me, as | had been asked at the last
minute to travel some of the North Islands
best tarmac rally roads delivering equipment
and training marshals, knowing that in acouple
of weeks | would betravelling asimilar route
helping run the event. Onething that sticksin
my mind isthe great roads, awesome scenery,
and the fabulous weather that we had. So in-
stead of trying to report on the event that is
going to be in other magazines and on televi-
sion, | am going to tell you about afew of the
roadsthat | travelled in my 5000km road trip.

The first that spring to mind is the Forgotten
Highway Heritage Trail that goes from
Taumanunui to Stratford. | think theroad is40
odd km long, with about 10 km of gravel. It
climbsthrough rugged farm country with 1000
acre stations along the way, follows rivers,
over one lane bridges and through singlelane
tunnels. The once thriving town of
Whangamomoma is an interesting place to
look around. The town is derelict apart from
the pub, what wasthe Genera Storelookslike
it may fall over inthenext storm, butinitshay
day employed 23 people. Cars are left were
they die, including a Mini in one front yard,
the lawns around the peoples houses are
mown by cattle, there is a lot of history in
town it is quite interesting.

Some things are getting up early for. To be
standing on the side of a back country road
just outside Egmont Village, with the sunris-
ing, not abreath of wind or acloud in the sky
and theview of asnow clad Mt Egmont hasto
be one of them. Later in the week, we were
lucky enough to see Ruapehu the same way,
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simply magic.

Having to travel from Wanganui to Taihape
one afternoon, we chose the scenic Highway 4
and then turned onto the Field Track /
Whangaehu Valley Road that comes out near
Waiuru. The viewswere out of thisworld, and
the next time that | do thisroad, | hope that |
aminaMini, now that would be fun!!

The next time you travel from Ashurst to
Woodville, go over Saddle Road instead of
through the Gorge. | used thisroad threetimes
in two weeks and it is still awesome driving
with thewindmillstowering aboveyou. If you
are heading to Havelock North or Hastings
from here, why not take a detour from High-
way 2 just before Opapa and drive Middle
Road. It followstheridgeline of the Kaokaoroa
Rangeinto Havelock North and the views are
todiefor.

So there you are, just some of the great things
that you can see once you get of the main road,
it may take you alittle longer, but if you have
time get out and discover New Zealand's back
roads.

Gary



”Seria Campione”

2006 Targa Tarmac series over 6 rounds..........
to find the 2006 Targa...............

Points are awarded by Category so a consistent competitor in an older car could
win the series (Points based on 1st=10points, 2nd=8, 3rd=6, 4th=5, 5th=4, 6th=3,
7th=2, 8th=1).

If all 6 rounds contested one round for points must be dropped so it is the best out
of 5.

Round 1; Sunday March 12th Targa Bambina, Pukekohe /Waikato areas, over
100kms closed, 197 touring. Max 10 points

Round 2; Saturday June 10th Dunlop Targa Rotorua, Rotorua/ South Waikato areas,
128kms closed 257 touring. Max 10 points

Round 3; Sunday June 11th Dunlop Targa Rotorua, Rotorua/ Matamata/ Waipa
areas 137km closed 228kms touring. Max 10 points

Round 4; Dunlop Targa NZ, Tuesday and Wed October 24th & 25th Pukekohe/King
Country/Taranaki/Manawatu areas 280kms closed 650kms touring. Max 20 points

Round 5; Dunlop Targa NZ, Thursday and Friday October 26th & 27th Manawatu,
Rangiteki, Tararua, Hastings areas, 280kms closed 490 kms touring. Max 20 points

Round 6; Dunlop Targa NZ, Saturday October 28th Hastings, Central Hawkes Bay,
Tararua areas 160kms closed 290kms touring. (single points if entered for 5 days

max 10 points, double points if entered Hastings only)

To enter the series the options are; Bambina (round 1), Rotorua (rounds 2 & 3),
eitherTarga NZ (rounds 4, 5 & 6) or Hastings leg of Targa NZ on Saturday Oct 28th
(round 6). This gives the opportunity for those that can’t commit to 5 days of the
main Dunlop Targa NZ they have an option to do all the weekend events, Bambina,
Rotorua, Hastings or just the main Dunlop Targa NZ or the whole lot! It also means
that instead of going to fragmented events with different rules that there is now a
one stop shop and no duplication of Paperwork etc. Enter on line www.targa.co.nz
Therefore if you win every round maximum score would be 80, less one round = 70
points (one round has to be dropped). If a weekend Competitor only 10,20 20 = Max
50 Dunlop Targa only 20+20+10 = Max 50 If there is a tie there will be an age

related points allocated i.e. Older the car more points.
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Tyres

By Eric Thompson

IT NEVER failsto amaze— how much time, effort and money many people spend on their
cars, motorcycles, vans and neglect their tyres.

Putting it simply — it doesn’t matter what you do to the engine to make the car go faster, the
only things that keep it on the road are the tyres. Easy really when you think about it. The
rubber is the only thing between you and the road.

It's the only point of contact between hundreds, and in some cases thousands, of moving
kilos and the tarmac. Get the grip wrong and you’ re no longer on the road.

Many tyre manufacturers, Bridgestone among them, spend millions of dollars ayear on re-
search and development in tyre technology. And there are times, when some get it wrong.
Takefor examplelast year’sAmerican FormulaOne Grand Prix where one of thetyre makers
got it so wrong that all the cars using that brand of tyres could not race due to adverse wear.

16



A lot more accidents could be avoided, especially in the wet, if Joe Public paid alittle more
attention to the condition of their tyres.

Tyres need to grip the road surface without sufficient tread depth they are inclined to slide
and cornering becomesal ottery. The minimum tread depth required by law may not be enough
to help in cornering or stopping in wet or icy conditions.

Low tread depth struggles to clear water and the build up under the tyre, in some cases,
results in aquaplaning.

Fred Morgan of Herb Morgan tyres explainsthat this‘ causesthe car to get out of control and
makes steering and braking virtually impossible”.

Fred, whose uncle started the business during the war, firmly suggeststhat driversfollow this
checklist on aregular basis.

Hetellsusto check for uneven wear which could be caused by incorrect air pressure, remove
any objectsthat may become trapped in the tread asthis can lead to a puncture, make sure all
tyreshavethe correct pressureincluding the spare, and look for cracksinthelyrewall or deep
tearsin the tread.

Now for the big question: what on earth do all those numbers and |etters mean on the side of
atyre? Well, Fred Morgan again came to the rescue.

Using Bridgestone as an example (see picture on the left):

Bridgestone brand

Potenza family name

G Il pattern

235 the width (where the tread isin mm)

40 the aspect ratio or tyre profile or sidewall
ZR radial construction

18 rim/wheel diameter in inches.

Onelast thing: profile. Theprofile (or height of the sidewall) isexpressed asapercentageif the
lyre' swidth. For example 185/70R14 meansthelyre'sprofile or sidewall is 70 percent of 185mm
(width). A low profilelyreis generally 50 or below and down aslittle as 35 in the ultralow
segment.

The advantage of low profile tyres is that they give greater control and handling when
cornering. However, the trade-off may be aslightly harder ride

Herb Morgan, 84 TheMall,
Onehunga.

Phone (09) 634 3169

or 636 6009. Fax (09) 634 1805.

Article courtesy SuperWheels On the road. NZ Herald.
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Mini Ads Mini Web

Garbage
“l " , http://www.topgear.com/content/
\\..\\\\‘ f[& timetoburn/sections/carbage/pages/0439/
% ﬁ G)}fl'}#}?/ZéI/
'\-. @3 . MINI Challence
= http://minichallenge.co.uk/

.97:-4: x5 &&m, Ignition Magazine

F/‘ﬁ’,,f/, f http://www.ignitionmagazine.co.nz/cars/70

u Artwork ©
= Offset Printing
= Screen Printing Our own homepage
b http://www.minis-auckland.org.nz/
= Plan Copies
s Laminating M CCoA club magazinear chive
u Self Adbesive Labels s . ..
« Typw Setting http://simpl e-pages.homeunix.net/mini/
= Fax Service cl me@g| ndex.html

41 Seddon Place, Pukekohe. =
Phone: (19) 238 8192 Buzz A Mechanic
Fax: (09) 238 8838 . . .

WOF repairs Electrical repairs

Mechanical repairs

igh Servicing Mini’sand all other makes
Ferformance Modificationsbig or small
Coalings FILIPANNEMANS  Ph: 094432197

'@ﬁm ﬂf Pantd Mm' Mab: 021630584

Email: flgannemans@surfer.co.nz

B llsince 1901

SERIOUS CAR CARE |
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NEW TYRES

145Rx10 $85 185/70x13 $89
165/70x10 $118 185/70x14 $99
145/70x12 $95 175/65x16 $105
165/60x12 $139 185/60x16 $105
175/50x13 $210 195/60x16 $110
175/70x13 $79 205/65x15 $110

SECOND HAND TYRES
145Rx10 $40

Other Second Hand from $57
Contact Kevin, your club man from Landscape Cars on 09 6293523

LANDSCAPE CARS LTD

DOMINION ROAD AUTO CENTRE
919 Dominion Road, Mt Roskill

Ph/Fax 629 3523
www.landscapecars.co.nz

FRANKLIN'S BATTERY SPECIALIST
AND AUTOMOTIVE ELECTRICIAN M\

GRAHAM CRISPE Bob Pearce - Proprietor
AUTO ELECTRICAL LTD Specialist Mini Wrecker

3 STADIUM DR, PUKEKOHE 20 Ashfield Street,
LB PH.09 238-9195, FAX 23&072? Glenfield )
YES! WE WORK ON MINIS' Ph: (0D) 442 2260

Parts or Restoration

Dave Handyside 2

Automotive Beauty Therapists

46 Adams Drive
710 Great South Road ‘ Edward or Garry Pukekohe
Sales :
Phone: 09 238 5487
Anytime

Mobile: 025 B76 660

84 ONEHUNGA MALL ( Down by the bridge)
TELEPHONE 634-3169 or 636-6009; FAX 634-1805
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WELCOMETO:
New memberswho havejoined the clubinthelast couple of months.

David Cooke

Alison & Raymond West

CharlesLockie

RossGalloway

Paul Cartmell

Hopeto seeyou at some upcoming eventsin 2006.

CONGRATULATIONSTO:

Club member Aidan Hill and hiswifeon thebirth of their first child, aboy

DIDYOUHEAR:

1

Club member Tom Parker had beentrying to sell sometyresin Auckland
beforetheNationas. Not having sold theminAuckland, hetook theminhis
car to the Canterbury Nationals. ChrisRoper bought themform Tomin
Christchurch, but as hewasflying home after the National's, he could not
bring them home. Fritswho Chriswent to the Nationa swith bought them
back toAucklandinhiscar. Fritsdropped them off at the December club
night as hewas unabl eto attend, to be passed onto Chris Roper who Frits
was not aware wasthere, so tyreswith left with John Turner who wasto
passthem onto Chrisbut still hasthem. So Chrisyou can arrangeto pick
up your tyresfrom John Turner at atimethat suitsyou both.

Club member Tom Parker was doing somework on hisMini at home, soto
give himself moreroom towork, heremoved the bonnet and put it onthe
floor of hisgarage. Once he had finished working on hisMini, hethought he
would takethe car for adrive. Heforgot that hisbonnet wason thefloor
and drove straight over top of it.

| think both of these could qualify for the Dipstick Award at the AGM in 2006.
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Dawnton Mini. A member’s perspective.
Charles Lockies

Thanksfor the opportunity of joining theMini Club _aprivilegeto meet yourself
end thefriendly and well organized membersat the recent Concourse Euro It was
interesting to votethe considerable effort that the Mini Club had goneto and the
notabl e absence of other clubsin spite of appealsfrom some of their members
and outside parties.

My “baby” isnot asbeautiful or well appointed as some of your member’scars
however it hasasomewhat interesting background. The Austin was purchased to
1966 by aMr Rick Christiein London, driven through Europe and presented to
Downtonin 1967 for aperformance conversion. Thefollowing year theMini was
brought to New Zedland, to Wellington, wheretheorigina owner ill lives. The
Austin hot covered many miles sad hastoken part in bill climbs, races, and has
oven enjoyed amoment of glory inthe Classic Car magazine. It hassuffered
mechanical issuesasmost have at sometimeor another however always sympa
thetically repaired Along theway one owner, less concerned about the historical
and rarity aspect, allowed the car to deteriorateonly to be brought up to stan-
dard by thefollowing owner - that’show it seemsto go...

The Downton conversionistheinteresting aspect to the car and thefact that it has
retained practically al of the documentation relatingit’spath through Mini life_the
origina London registration, theorigina Downtoninvoices, Mot'setcaredl an
fileaongwith aL etter writtenin 1997 by the original owner relating some of the
history and travelsof thecar Theoriginal Downton badge now rum, istill onthe
boot lid and t think even thelighter colour green on the enginethat Downton use
has been preserved.

Tothebest of my knowledgethereare only two Downton’sinNew Zealand a
1275 undergoing awonderful restoration and the Austin mentioned here.

Thepictureincluded isnot very flattering but wastaken thefirst timel saw the car
—theMKk 11 Cooper “S' infront of it was purchased by aver good friend of mine
Stewart Cooper (would you believethename. -)

Charles
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The Mini as it is today.
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The original bill for the 998 conversion.
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Mini in the Park
Kapiti Co:thinis Inc
Family Fun Day

Saturday 15th April 2006

Waikanae Park,
Park Ave, Waikanae

10am - 4pm
Gates open at 9am, Team Briefing 10am
E
na aste
Push 'Kha Rac\“g r Egg H
CO e‘ e Races T unt
cke e ®am
RO ontro = Evep,
ote o\ ndo Foo ts
Re™ Tug- (e© So d and p,;
and ste fink Avai
E‘ﬁhaus H'abfe
Sunday 16th April 2006
Photo Trial
e For More Information Phone:
$10 Gate Fee per Mini
04 298 2501 or 04 905 2254
General Public - No Charge 021 869 868 or 021 708 777

strangs@xtra.co.nz
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E BRAKE & TRANSMISSON NZ LTD - 27 Bostan Road. Newmarket - Auckland, New Zealund.
s
PH: (09) 379 9394 FX: (09) 302 1804

MINI CAR CLUB OF AUCKLAND

YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD NOW GIVES YOU ACCESS TO GENUINE TRADE
DISCOUNTED PRICING FROM ONE OF NEW ZEALANDS LARGEST AFTERMARKET
PARTS SUPPLIERS TO THE TRADE.

w2H>QHQEQﬂ~Sm

27 BOSTON ROAD - NEWMARKET - PH: (09) 379 9394

WE OFFER AN EXTENSIVE RANGE OF QUALITY STANDARD AND PERFORMANCE
PRODUCTS.

¥ Please note: Discounts & Pricing will be done at the discretion of the management af BNT & is available from BNT Bosten Read exclusively.
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l:l Experience the thrill
and excitement of the
Kokon Super Mini Challenge

——— | ——

What other formula allows racing this close?

GRAHAM BLOW PHOTOGRAPHY
A

The KKoken Super Mini Challenge offers fantastic racing and
some equally fantastic opportunities:
B NIE ) Rookie Entry Fee subsidy (save up to $1200)

ikt » Lease a fully prepared racecar — arrive and drive!
~==" » orrace your own Mini

Enjoy some great, friendly, social, competitive fun!

Full information is available on our websito

www.miniracing.co.nz @%ﬁ—f =

Minilacing

DRIVERS NZ

OR PHONE STEVE PRICE TEL 06 354 4015
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MINI gossip.

The JCW Challenge has now become
the“MINI Challenge’. Earlier thisyear Mike
Cooper sold therights of the racing seriesin
the UK to acompany called Total Track Ltd..
As part of the change over, the seriesmade a
subtle name change going from “the John
Cooper Challenge” to simply “the MINI Chal-
lenge”. The 2006 season will feature 16
rounds, eight events, and three separatetitles.
You can check it al out at the new official
home of the series,
http://minichallenge.co.uk/

A reference to Classic Mini racing from the
past is contained in the Heritage page.

New Triumph Sportscar touseMINI

platform.

News from the UK has it that BMW is con-
sidering reintroducing the Triumph 2 seater
sportscar on a MINI platform. Read the ar-
ticleinthe below weblink.
http://www.autoindustry.co.uk/news/04-01-
06 11

| had a Triumph Spitfire Mk2 back in the old
days and really loved it. Alas, we needed a
four seater car for the two kids Austin and
Morris.

Record MINI Production in 2005 —
200,000 MINI produced - Drop-top
top of thepops

The MINI manufacturing facility at BMW
Group Plant Oxford has built its 200,000 car
in 2005

during one of the last production shifts of
the year, and MINI Convertible tops the UK
chartsasthe best-selling convertible of 2005.
On Saturday 17 December, Plant Oxford built
its200,000th MINI thisyear.

The Pepper White MINI Cooper S Convert-

ible destined for its owner in Australia was
the 766,290" vehicle built at the plant since
MINI production started in April 2001. Nearly
all MINIs manufactured at the plant are built
to a specific customer order.

It is the first time that the Oxford plant has
built over 200,000 unitsin oneyear since 1988.
The Oxford plant’s managing director Dr
Anton Heiss said: “We're delighted to have
reached thisimportant milestonein linewith
the demands of the market. BMW Group Plant
Oxford hasbeatenitsinitial forecast of amaxi-
mum production volume of 100,000 unitsev-
ery full production year since MINI’slaunch
and has now doubled that figure in 2005.
“It’'s thanks to the hard work, flexibility and
commitment from the plant’s associates that
we have been ableto achievethis. It'sagreat
way to end theyear for everyone at the plant.”
The plant’s growth in recent years has been
based on continuous efficiency improvements
in the production process and innovative
working time models.

Between 2000 and 2004, the BMW Groupin-
vested atotal of £280 million in the produc-
tion of MINI vehiclesin Oxford. In February
of this year it was announced that a further
£100 millionisto beinvested by 2007 adding
a further 200 jobs to the plant’s existing
workforce of 4,500.

Most of this investment is in further
optimisation of production capacities, allow-
ing the plant to react to the high demand for
MINI throughout theworld, aswell asincreas-
ing production flexibility of thevariousMINI
model variants.

To allow thiswork to progress and minimise
disruption to production, the plant is extend-
ing its Christmas shutdown and will re-open
on 13 January 2006.
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MINI gossip.

In ayear when UK soft-top sales are down
overall, MINI hasbucked thetrend. The best-
selling convertible of 2005 is set to be the
MINI Convertible, already scoring 11 per cent
more sales by the end of November (YTD)
than the best-selling convertible of 2004.
Despite the UK’s consistently changeable
climate, MINI drivers are refusing to allow
their soggy surrounds to put a dampener on
their enthusiasm for open top motoring. In
2005 the MINI Convertible outsold its near-
est competitor by a whopping 27 per cent.
The MINI One, Cooper and Cooper S Con-
vertibles now account for almost onein ev-
ery four MINIssold.

Andy Hearn, General Manager for MINI UK,
said: “It'sironic that Britons buy threetimes
as many convertible cars as our French and
Italian neighbours**, considering their extra
raysof sunshine. But it'sgreat newsthat Brit-
onshavetaken the MINI Convertibleto heart
and madeit the favourite of 2005.
“TheMINI Convertible sharesthe samewin-
ning characteristics as the hatch. Fantastic
handling, stunning design, value for money
and a roof that drops automatically in less
than 15 seconds; not many Convertibles can
follow that!”

Ends.

MINI UK YTD sales (Jan-Nov): 41,928. Of
which, 9,849 were MINI Convertibles.

** Convertible competitor figures from
SMMT.

Source: ACEA- the European Automobile
Makers' Trade Association
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The MINI Wagon has been finally an-
nounced by MINI in thefollowing newsflash;
“Wewill beenhancing the MINI family witha
further model.” With thesewords Dr. Michael
Ganal, Member of the Board of Management
of BMW AG and responsible for Sales and
Marketing, today confirmed at the North
American International Auto Show (NAIAS)
in Detroit that the family of sporty little cars
from England is about to grow yet again.
Thenew MINI model will offer increased inte-
rior space and increased functionality in or-
der to appeal to the distinctively experience-
oriented and active MINI customer. The new
car will takeitsinspiration fromthe MINI De-
troit design concept shown at the North
American International Auto Show (NAIAS).
Although it has yet to be defined which of
the unique ideas and design features pre-
sented on the concept will be implemented
for seriesproduction, Dr. Michael Gand inhis
speech at the NAIAS stated a time frame of
threeyearsfor the redlization of the new MINI
model.

Like MINI’s hard-top and convertible mod-
els, the new model will display all the essen-
tial MINI characteristics- unique design, pure
driving funand Individualizationinapremium
small car. These core MINI traits will be
strengthened with smart solutions for addi-
tional utility space and even greater function-
ality, anideawhichwill appeal particularly to
an active target group. The additional model
will expand MINI's product offering and pro-
mote the continued success of the MINI
brand. To date, more than 700,000 units of the
current MINI models have been sold, and for
the first time within one year, over 200,000
unitswere produced in 2005.

Theinspiration for the MINI Traveller Con-
cept in Detroit and the upcoming production



MINI gossip.

model extends back to the swinging sixties,
when Mini first caused a sensation on the
road and the racetrack. With alonger wheel -

Mini Wagon.

base, dlightly raised roofline, sliding sidewin-
dows and split doors at the rear these new
Mini modelswent on sale from the autumn of
1960 asthe Mini Traveller, the Mini Country-
man and later also the Mini Clubman Estate.
With the increased utility and room for gear,
these models were popular as an agile and
stylish companion for extended trips and
spontaneous leisure activities.

First MINI Drive-in Movie

16 April 2005

Inviteonly MINI outdoor screening of
theorigind ‘ Theltalian Job'. Classic
Mini car chases, Michael Caineand
more.

Check http://mww.mini.co.nz/
Image L ibrary/map.jpg for thelocation
and ontheday (Saturday 16 April) for
rain-check details.

There are many web sites that have
beautifull pictures of the MINI.

Below a few that | found on http://
www.bmwworld.com/media/wall paper/
mini.htm
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Mini Events

SUNDAY 5 FEBRUARY- Galaxy of Carsclassic car show and swap meet at
MOTAT and Mini Car Club of Auckland show and shine. Mest at the carpark in
Motions Road at 8.30am.

TUESDAY 7 FEBRUARY- Clubnight at Northern Sportscar Clubroomsat
7.30pm. Wewill have aguest speaker from Filter Mag.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY 11-12 FEBRUARY- Ellerdie Concourse. On Satur-
day thereisthe Classic Car Fun Run starting at the Ellerdie Race Course. Sunday
isthe Intermarque Concoursd’ Elegancewith Club Display, Show and Shineand
Motorkhana. Last year our club gained aplacing inthe TeamsEvent and afirstin
classintheMotorkhana. If youwould liketo beinvolved thisyear, please contact
Gary Ashton.

SUNDAY 26 FEBRUARY- Pukekohe Swapmeet. TheMini club will be putting
onasmall display, contact Gary Ashton if you would liketo show your car.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY 4-5MARCH- Race meeting at Pukekoheincluding
Mini 7.

TheMini Racing Driversclubwill behavingaBBQ at thetrack on Saturday
afternoon and would likethe membersof theMini Car Club of Auckland to
attend. Come out and watch some good racing then meet thedrivers.

TUESDAY 7 MARCH- Clubnight at Northern Sportscar Clubrooms. Wewill
be having aswap meet so bring along the partsthat you want to sell .

SUNDAY 12 MARCH- TargaBambina, aone day event inthe Franklin District
and North Waikato.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY 17-19 M ARCH-National Motor Show, Mystery Creek,
Hamilton.

Our clubwill be putting on adisplay onthe Sunday. Drivedown to Hamiltonin
convoy , meet at BP Service Centre between Papakuraand Drury on the South-
ern Motorway at 7.00am.

30



Mini Events

SUNDAY 19 M ARCH- 4"biannua KarakaVintage Rally. A display of vintage
machinery, carsand tractors. Wewill put aclub display on, meet at the Karaka
Bloodstocks, HingiaRoad Papakuraat 8.30 am.

TUESDAY 4APRIL - Clubnight at Northern Sportscar Clubrooms

SUNDAY 9APRIL - Theltalian Job navigationa trial

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY 21-23APRIL - V8 Supercarsat Pukekohe
Park Raceway.

TUESDAY 2 MAY-Clubnight at the Northern Sportscar Clubrooms

SATURDAY 6 MAY- Landscape Cars

SATURDAY 13MAY- Mini Fun Day at Taupo

TUESDAY 6 JUNE- Clubnight at the Northern Sportscar Clubrooms

SATURDAY-SUNDAY 10-11 JUNE- Targa Rotorua

SATURDAY 24 JUNE- Night Tria

TUESDAY 4 JULY- Clubnight at the Northern Sportscar Clubrooms

SUNDAY 9JULY- Gokarting

TUESDAY 1AUGUST-AGM

SATURDAY-SUNDAY 21-22 OCTOBER - Mini Nationa sAuckland.

MONDAY-SATURDAY 23-29 OCTOBER- Dunlop Targa

FRIDAY-SUNDAY 17-19 NOVEMBER-Rally New Zealand
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